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THE MICHIGAN CHAPTER OF APCO .  
 
The Michigan Chapter of APCO was chartered April 4, 1944, as Chapter Number 5.  
 
The officers at that time were: 
Kenneth Conroy,   President,                        City of Detroit;  
George Dodge,       Vice-President,                Michigan State Police; 
Edward Zick,          Second-Vice President,  Berrien County; 
Allen Sanderson,    Sec- Treasurer,               Highland Park 
There were 51 members present at the organizational meeting. Dues were Four dollars 
annually. 
 
The City of Detroit was a pioneer in police radio.  They are the longest continuous 
running dispatch operation beginning April 29, 1928.  It was from these humble 
beginnings that the federal government was petitioned to legally allow radio broadcasts 
of police dispatch.  This helped lead to the formation of the FCC and APCO.  
 
The Michigan State Police was also an early leader of police radio.  They were part of the 
relay system to send communications across the country.  Currently the Michigan State 
Police maintains the largest trunked radio system in the nation.  It began operations in 
January of 1997. 
 
Michigan members have always been active in APCO since its National inception in 
1934.  The Michigan Chapter has had Five National Presidents: 
 
Edwin C. Densteadt,     1936; 
Frank Walker;     1943; 
Walter B Williams     1952; 
R. James Evans     1961; 
Russell V.Robinson,      1982. 
 
 The Michigan Chapter has hosted the National Conference 3 times, 
 
1953, Conference Chair, Walter Williams 
1978, Chair Russell Robinson 
1995, Chair Richard Rybicki.  
 
They all were members of the Detroit Police Department, Communications Division.  
. 
The APCO Bulletin was published in Detroit through the 1940’s and 50’s. 
Robert Mix  of the Detroit Police was the publisher.  
 
On the local scene the Chapter is very active with over 400 Members. 
An annual fall conference is held in September.  The conference features 2 days of 
training sessions and vendor exhibit area.  It has been held annually since 1983.   
 



 

 

There were 51 members present at the organizational meeting. 
Dues were Four dollars annually. 

 
 







 

 
 



 
 



 
 

Early Radio pioneers in Detroit 
Were these the 

 FIRST telecommunicators? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

MICHIGAN CHAPTER OF APCO 
 

NATIONAL PRESIDENTS 
 
 

EDWARD DENSTEADT  1936-1937 
 
FRANK WALKER    1943-1945 
 
WALTER WILLIAMS   1952-1953 
 
R JAMES EVANS    1960-1961 
   
RUSSELL ROBINSON   1981-1982 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


